Night at the Museum
To celebrate those who have impacted American History, you will prepare and present this final cluster project.  You need to choose someone who has contributed to the development of the United States from colonial times through World War II; that person must be the same gender as you.  Then you will research and prepare a poster board, write a speech, and dress in appropriate historical clothes.  You will also be preparing a report in LA about your person. In June, you will “transform” into that chosen person and be put on display for viewing and educating the public.  You will be given time to work on this project in class, but much of the work will be done independently.


Stages of the Project

1.  Research, Record, and Organize Information 

You will take notes and organize the information into the following categories:

· early life

· interests

· career/impact on United States History/best known for…
· later life

· You must also make a timeline of important events in this person’s life

You are required to research using a minimum of 3 sources.  These sources will need to be recorded on a Works Cited Page.  The three sources must include

· 1 nonfiction book (biography) – which needs to be brought in and approved by the teacher.

· 1 database source – e.g. World Book, Facts on File, …

· 1 resource of your choice - which needs to be brought in and approved by the teacher.

2.  Speech 
You will organize your information into a 30 second to 1 minute speech.  Your speech should be written in first person…as if you were actually alive and speaking to the audience.  You should include the information from each of the categories above in your speech.  You will turn in to the teacher a written copy of your speech and the Works Cited page.

3.  Backboard 
After collecting your research and completing the informational speech, you will be creating a backboard that illustrates your famous person and their life.  It should be the tri-fold style with a white background only.  These will be made available to you by the cluster. Colored poster boards will not be accepted.

It should include the following

· The person’s name and occupation 

· A timeline of their life including detailed information about their accomplishments and struggles (include at least 10 entries)
· A color portrait (at least 5x7) with a title and description
· An addition picture with title and caption describing an important aspect of their life 

· A quote from this person (if possible)

· Any other pertinent information that will add to your display


Your backboard should not have any hand written information on it.  All work displayed must be 
typed.  Have fun and show your creativity…you may use any materials to design and decorate this 
poster board.  It will be on display with you in the wax museum. Be sure to include your name on the 
back of the poster board.
4.  Costume 
In your research, you must find the traditional clothing style of the time or clothing worn by the person.  You are welcome to use any materials. You can buy clothing and alter it or sew a costume.  You must wear your hair in the appropriate fashion…wigs are allowed.  Any question or concerns must be addresses in advance….do not wait until the week it is due to begin this section of the project.  There are many ways to create these costumes and this can make or break your presentation. Remember, you coming alive as this person, so you must fit the part.
5. Button 

You must design a push button that will be in front of you while on display in the museum.  People will come by and press it to see the famous person come to life with your animatronic performance ---highlighting the person’s life and contributions to the United States History.

6.  Wax Museum Presentation (June)
You will present your information on June 2nd.  You may use any props to enhance the realism of your display.  However, all props must be approved by the teacher prior to being brought into the school.  
There will be scheduled in class work/research days and due dates for each portion through third quarter.  Do not wait until the last minute…try to schedule time in your busy schedules to divide the work and make it less stressful.
