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)6th LA Grade Study Guide:  Q1Assessment of Learning
Fiction is writing that tells about imaginary characters and events.  All works of fictions share certain basic elements such as characters, plot, setting, narrator, and theme.  
Non Fiction is writing that presents and explains ideas or that tells about real people, places, objects or events.  Examples of non fiction include: autobiographies, biographies, essays, reports, letters, memos, and newspaper articles.  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Predicting is making a logical assumption about what will happen next.  Use textual evidence to support your prediction.  REMEMBER, without evidence it is not logical!  Example:  It would not be logical for me to predict that I will win the lottery tonight if I do not buy a ticket.  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FACT vs. OPINION 
Fact:  a statement that can be proven
Opinion:  a statement that expresses a person’s judgment, belief, feeling, or thought.  
Keys words to look for:  maybe, perhaps, best, worst, successfully, apparently, probably, successful, necessary, prettiest, greatest 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What is Plot?
Plot is a series of events that connects the beginning of the story to the end.  
Elements of Plot
Exposition includes the hook, setting (time, place, era, weather conditions) introduction of characters, and the introduction of the conflict (problem).  An example of exposition using Greyling:  On the shore of a seaside village sometime in the past, a fisherman finds a baby selchie, which he takes home to his wife to raise as their son.  As the selchie, Greyling, grows into a young man, the fisherman and his wife forbid him from entering the sea despite his natural instincts for the ocean.  
Rising Action includes events that increase tension or build suspense towards the climax. 
Rising Action is a large portion of the story.  An example of rising action using Greyling:  A storm wracks the village, wipes out the fisherman’s hut forcing Greyling and his mom to flee up to the great grey cliffs.  The fisherman, on his boat, is trapped in the storm and is beginning to sink.
Climax is the high point of the story, when the story’s outcome becomes clear.  An example of climax using Greyling:  Fifteen- year-old Greyling decides to rescue his father by diving off the cliff and jumping into the sea.
Falling Action includes events that follow the climax.  An example of falling action using Greyling:  When Greyling dives into the sea; he turns back into a seal and rescues his father.  Then he swims away.  The townsfolk believe he died.  The fisherman and his wife accept that Greyling has returned to the sea and will now be happy.
Resolution is the final outcome. The resolution summarizes the main character’s thoughts, feelings, memories, hopes, wishes, etc…  An example of resolution using Greyling:  The selchie, Greyling now lives in happily in the sea; and yet returns yearly to share his adventures with his ‘parents.’ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Point of View is the perspective (whose eyes) the story is told from. 
There can be a first person point of view.  The story is told by a character in the story.  The narrator uses the pronouns I, me, my, we, us, ours.  Example: I was not sure about this new teacher as I walked into class.  He looked weird and smelled a little.  I glanced around the class room and saw some of my friends talking about the same thing.   After talking with my friends, I discovered we were all thinking that it would be a long year with this weirdo.  
There can also be third person point of view.  The narrator telling the story is not in the story.  Sometimes the narrator knows everything that is going to happen to all the characters. The narrator uses the pronouns he, she, they, him, her, them, his, hers, theirs.    Example:  The students were not sure about this new teacher as they walked into the class room.  He looked and smelled a little.  Frank glanced around the class and saw some of his friends thinking the same thing.  They all thought it was going to be a long year with this weirdo. 
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