Focus on whether or not these three important questions are answered.

1. What is the independent variable and how will it be manipulated?
2. What are the variables that must be controlled and how will they be controlled so that they don’t influence the dependent variable?

3. What is the dependent variable and how will its response to the independent variable be measured?
Look and listen carefully for these common mistakes.

1. Does the group’s diagram do a good job of showing how the independent variable will be changed?

2. Did the group control all of the variables that they should have?

3. Does their diagram show how all of these variables will be controlled?

4. Does the group’s experiment have enough trials or samples being tested? (For example: more than one plant in each group)

5. Does the group’s diagram do a good job of showing how the dependent variable will be measured?
