Identifying Independent and Dependent Variables HW
Read each passage and then identify the independent variable and dependent variable from each situation.  Answer the questions in your science notebook using complete sentences.
Scooter Test

Jonathan and Ralph were building a scooter.  Jonathan thought that using large wheels would help the scooter roll faster.  Ralph thought using small wheels would help the scooter roll faster.  They decided to do an experiment to see who was right.  They put small wheels on the scooter and Ralph rode it down a hill three times without pushing with his feet.  Jonathan timed each trial to see how long it took to roll down the hill.  Then they repeated the same exact process on the same exact hill using medium-sized wheels and recorded the data.  Finally, they repeated the test with large wheels and recorded the data.

1. What was the independent variable of their experiment?

2. What was the dependent variable of their experiment?

Musical Jump Rope

Janice heard that listening to music while jumping rope would help her increase the number of jumps she could do without messing up.  So she decided to try to jump rope without listening to music three times.  She counted the number of jumps she was able to do without messing up.  She then listened to music while jumping rope and counted the number of jumps she was able to do without messing up.  She tried jumping rope with the music three times also.  She then looked at her data.
3. What was the independent variable of their experiment?

4. What was the dependent variable of their experiment?

