Law of Conservation of Mass 321
The Law of Conservation of Matter states that matter cannot be created nor destroyed.  In other words, the mass of all the substances that are present before a physical or chemical change equals the mass of all of the substances that remain after the change.  If that is the case, then why is the following true?

Scenario:

A candle was massed using an electric balance.  The mass of the candle was found to be 500g.  The candle was then lit and it was left to burn for 5 hours.  After the five hours, the candle was massed again using the same electronic balance.  The mass of the candle was then 300g.

1. The candle went through both a physical change and a chemical change during the 5 hours it was burning.  What were the changes?

2. Does this prove the Law of Conservation of Matter to be wrong?  Why or Why not?
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