2011 – 2012 Grade 7 Science
Mr. Borgueta – Blue Cluster

Introduction:

Welcome to Blue Cluster Science.  Over the next two years you will learn to think scientifically, reach conclusions through inquiry, and understand the world around you as you never have before.  Blue Cluster Science will be rigorous and requires students to be responsible, respectful, and attentive.  Success can be attained through hard-work, asking questions, and working constructively with your classmates.

Major Units of Study:

Unit 1 (First Quarter): Scientific Investigation and Measurement

· Making Observations and Inferences
· Making Measurements – Metric System Review

· Experimental Design – Testable Questions, Controls and Variables, Hypothesis, Data Tables and Graphs

· Testable Questions

· Controls and Variables

· Hypothesis

· Data Tables and Graphs

· Claims and Evidence

· Conclusions

Unit 2 (First Quarter): Physical Science

· Properties of Matter

· Physical Properties of Matter

· Mass, Volume, and Density

· Chemical Properties of Matter


· Physical and Chemical Changes

· Atoms and Elements

· Mixtures and Compounds

Unit 3 (2nd and 3rd Quarters): Life Science

· Ecosystems
· Genetics

Unit 4 (4th Quarter): Earth Science

· The Earth’s Changing Surface

· Continental Drift

· Weathering and Erosion
· Weather and the Water Cycle

· Winds

Materials:
The following materials must be brought to class with you EVERYDAY:
1. Science Notebook

2. Science Textbook

3. Science Folder

4. Something to write with…preferably a pencil.
Textbooks:
We will be using four textbooks this year.  These textbooks can be taken home or you may choose to use the on-line version of the text.  I have provided instructions on how to access the on-line version of the text on my school webpage.  The textbooks we will use are Chemical Building Blocks, Environmental Science, Cells and Heredity, and Inside Earth. Each of these textbooks is available online at www.pearsonsuccessnet.org.
Grades:

	Assignment Type
	Percentage of Your Grade First and Third Quarters
	Percentage of Your Grade Second and Fourth Quarters

	Large Assessments
	60%
	50%

	Small Assessments 
	30%
	25%

	Class/Homework Assignments
	10%
	10%

	Assessments of Learning
	N/A
	15%


Online Information:
Please visit my site that is linked to the Blue Cluster site off the BMS site (www.barringtonmiddle.org ) each day. Each day I blog about what was done in class, what the homework was, and what lies ahead.  All of the handouts in class are available on the site as are various links to sites that we use in class.  The site is a valuable tool in keeping organized and informed.  Also, please utilize X2 to keep informed of your grade and any missing assignments due to absence or otherwise. 
Contacting Me:
The best way to reach me directly is via email at borguetaa@bpsmail.org.  Parents please fill out the information below so that I have your contact information.  An open line of communication is key to a successful transition to Blue Cluster Science and continued success throughout the loop.
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