

When you are given a question to respond to in literature, science class, social studies class, etc. the best way to make sure you are fully answering the question is to use the ACES Strategy.  The set up for ACES is as follows:
A =  Answer the question.  Restate the question in the form of an answer.
Example:   What are the most important elements of the U.S. Constitution that assure individual freedoms?
Answer:  There are many important components of the U.S. Constitution that assure individual freedoms.  However, the one that is the most essential is……
C = Cite evidence from the written text to use as direct proof of your answer.
Example:  In the Bill of Rights, for example, there is one amendment that assures no citizen “shall be subject to illegal search and seizure.” (quote the actual source or use data)
E = Explain or extend your thinking from your cited evidence.
Example:	 This amendment guarantees that citizens of the United States can freely enjoy their individual liberties.  For example, suppose the country was involved in a war.  It would be illegal for government soldiers to enter a private citizen’s home and demand that it be used as a fortress or hideout.
S =	Summarize your essay by restating your answer and beliefs.
Example:	 In conclusion, while there are many amendments in the U.S. Constitution that assure individual freedoms, Amendment Four is the most important one.  This is true because…..  No American would be safe or secure in their homes if this Amendment were missing.
