When Answering an Essay Question
Answer the question.

Cite evidence from the text.

· To prove this, the author states…

· In the article, it states…

· For example, in the text it states…

· In the text it says something that can also prove…

· The author states that…

· The author also states that…

· In the passage it states that…

· Paraphrase the examples by putting them into your own words.

-OR-

· Copy text word-for-word.  If you copy an example word-for word, use quotation marks to let your reader know that these are the author’s words.

Explain your thinking.

- This shows that…

- This proves that…

- This shows me that…

- This tells me that the author meant…

- This tells me that the author is trying to prove that…

- I can now infer that

- The reasons for this are…

Summarize your response.

· Repeat your main points.

· Close your answer (don’t just stop writing).

