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	(Contemporary) Realistic Fiction
Realistic fiction consists of stories that take place in modern times.  The people and animal characters are involved in events that could happen. 

Anastasia Krupnik by Lois Lowery (Bantam, 
     1981). 
Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson (Avon, 
     1978).
Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary (Marrow, 
     1983). 
	Historical Fiction
Historical Fiction is made up of stories that take place in a particular time period in the past.  

The King of Mulberry Street by Donna Jo Napoli
     Yearling, 2005).  {Immigration Experience}
Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan
     Harper & Row, 1987). {Prairie Life}
The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth G. Speare 
     Dell, 1984). {Pioneer Life}


	Science Fiction
Science Fiction often includes futuristic technology within its blend of scientific fact and fiction. 

Miss Pickerell Goes to Mars by Ellen MacGregor
     (McGraw-Hill, 1951). 
The Wonderful Flight to the Mushroon Planet by
     Elanor Cameron (Little Brown, 1954).  
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle (Farrar, 
    1962). 

	(Modern) Fantasy
Fantasy is fiction that contains elements that are not realistic, such as talking animals and magical powers.  

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. 
     Rowling (Scholastic, 1997).  
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S.
     Lewis (Macmillian, 1950).
The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster (Random
      House, 1961). 

	Folklore
Folklore includes stories, fables, and myths that have been passed down through the years.  Most began as spoken stories and were later written down.  

Aesop’s Fables by Aesop { Illustrated by Heidi        
     Holder} (Viking, 1981). 
Anansi the Spider: A Tae from the Ashanti retold 
     and illustrated by Gerald McDermott (Holt,
     1972).  
The Girl Who Loved Horses by Paul Goble 
     (Bradbury, 1978). 
	Poetry 
Poetry is verse written to evoke thought and feeling from the reader.  It often uses rhythm and rhyme to convey its message. 

Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices by Paul 
     Fleishman (Harper & Row, 1988).
My Song is a Piece of Jade: Poems of Ancient 
     Mexico in English & Spanish edited by Toni de 
     Gerez (Little Brown, 1984).  
Sing a Song of Popcorn selected by Beatrice 
    Schenk de Regniers, Eva Moore, Mary Michales
    White and Jan Carr (Scholastic, 1988).   

	Biography
Biography consists of factual stories about real people from the past or present. 

Eleanor Roosevelt: First Lady of the World by
     Doris Faber (Viking, 1985).  
Martin Luther King: The Peaceful Warrior by 
     Edward Clayton (Prentice-Hall, 1968).   

	Informational
Informational books are nonfiction books that give factual information on a variety of topics.  

Animal Fact: Animal Fable by Seymour Simon 
     (Crown, 1979).  
Handtalk: An ABC Finger Spelling and Sign 
     Language by Remy and Mary Beth Charlip 
     (Parents Magazine Press, 1974).  
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Sample: Gottleib, Lori. Stick Figure. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2000. 
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Author: Donna Jo Napoli 
Title: The King of Mulberry Street
Place of Publication (City): New York
Publishing Company: Yearling
Copyright date: 2005		# of Pages: 245

Bibliographic Entry

Sample: Gottleib, Lori. Stick Figure. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2000. 

Write out Bibliographic entry here (remember hanging indent): 
Napoli, Donna Jo. The King of Mulberry Street. New York: Yearling, 2005. 
Description & Genre: The genre of the story The King of Mulberry Street is historical fiction because there are real events and settings noted in the book.  The author also bases the story on a family member’s immigration experience at Ellis Island in New York City, so the story could be considered realistic too.   
Central Theme:  (Identify & Summarize The central idea, message, concern, or purpose in a literary work, which may be stated directly or indirectly. Examples: love, survival, loss, friendship…) The theme in Hatchet by Gary Paulsen is survival because Brian is a boy who is stranded in the Canadian Wild. He must endure hunger, weather, aggressive animals, and more. He struggles with his will to live and most of all he struggles with thoughts of his parents’ divorce.  The reader wonders if he will survive these life altering changes throughout the entire story.  
Plot Summary (beginning, middle, & end): In Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, the main character, Harry Potter, learns he is a wizard when he turns eleven years old and is invited to attend Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.  Up until this point, Harry was treated poorly by his guardians, aunt Petunia and Uncle Vernon. He had little experience with friendship, friendship, but he also learns much about magic, the unfortunate death of his parents, and most of all he learns of he-who-must-not-be-named!  In addition to this, Harry learns that there are good uses and bad uses for magic; and how selfish desires can corrupt a person who wields magic.  In the end, together with his friends, Harry faces his fears and battles Voldemort.  He is seen as a savior and the hope for the future of the magical world.  
Protagonist (identify the character you root for and explain why): Harry Potter is eleven years old in the first novel of J.J. Rowling’s series.  He has his father’s dark hair and his mother’s blue eyes.  He also carries a lightening-bolt scar upon his forehead which he received as a baby when the evil, dark wizard Voldemort tried to kill him.  Despite a lack of love and compassion in his early years, Harry is a kind, unselfish, and loveable character.  The reason I like him most is because he befriends many people and is fiercely protective of them.  He risks all, saving them!
Antagonist/conflict (character, force, or problem faced by the protagonist): In Hatchet Brian Robeson faces the Canadian Wilderness.  Nature is a protagonist in many ways.  First, he must survive the various temperature and weather conditions.  Second, the nature of a wild beast is unpredictable, as Brain discovers from various types of animals.  Third, as human beings are social animals surviving the isolation of the woods is a psychological challenge, for in weakened states of mind he has hallucinations and he struggles with his will to survive.  
Recommendation & Rating (This is the evaluation piece… look at process notes): Gary Paulsen has actually lived out many of the adventures he writes about.  So when he describes what it is like to camp out in sub-zero weather…he knows.  He really takes researching the topic or theme to a new level.  I strongly recommend that all young adults read the Hatchet series because they can relate to Brian’s inner dialogue when he struggles to overcome the obstacles of life, including his parents divorce. Gary Paulsen struggled with such issues as a young adult.  I also enjoy reading the stories he has written about dogsled racing in Alaska; namely Dogsong and Woodsong.  The theme of survival in the wild can be found in these stories as well.  
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