18 Multiple Choice Test Taking Tips

1. Read the question(s) before you read the text
2. Read the text, title, graphs, pictures, labels…
3. Re-read the question(s) after you read the text
4. Read all the answer choices before choosing your answer 
5. Re-read text as necessary
6. Understand what is being asked by focusing on key words 
7. Underline or highlight key words or phrases, if permissible 
8. Decode words (prefix, root or suffix) to look for clues 
9. Look for context clues in the text or question
10. Make margin notes in the text or label parts of the text, if permissible 
11. Eliminate wrong answers
12. Make an educated guess 
13. Narrow your choice to the best two answers (50/50 chance) 
14. If you are having a difficult time deciding between two answers, try the true/false technique.  Reread the question and ask yourself which answer makes more of a true statement.  
15. Go with your gut (don’t second guess)
16. Come back to questions that leave you scratching your head
17. Mind your bubble sheet (make sure you are on the correct number)
18. Review your test when you finish



Pop Quiz
1. Which of the following is true about multiple-choice tests?
a. Everybody takes them
b. They’re not always fun
c. You can improve your test-taking skills
d. All of the above

2. When taking a multiple-choice test it is a good idea to do the following.
a. Write in pen
b. Read the question before the text
c. Make a pattern with the bubbles
d. Only answer the questions you know

3. Name one way a reader can understand the question.
a. Eliminate the longest answer
b. Guess
c. Focus on the key words
d. Look at your neighbor’s answer

4. Why do some birds fly south for the winter? (chose best answer)
a. Because they have feathers
b. Because they migrate to warmer climates
c. Because they eat birdseed
d. Because they can  

5. In question number four what was the key word?
a. Some
b. Winter
c. Do
d. Why



6. If Mr. Aubin is singing a song in the hall that means 
a. He wants you to listen to the words and follow directions
b. He’s just a happy guy
c. He’s entertaining 
d. All of the above  

7. When you are finished with your test it is a good idea to do which of the following?
a. Reread the test 
b. Sit and stare at the clock
c. Visit the nurse
d. Change your answers

8. Which helps you focus your attention on reasonable answers?
a. Using a telescope
b. Getting better glasses
c. Crossing out the correct answers 
d. None of the above

9. Read all the possible answers in each question because…
a. The instructions say so
b. The answer will jump out at you
c. You may miss the best answer
d. There’s time to kill

10. You should always answer all of the questions on a test…
a. Because the superintendent said so
b. Unless you are penalized for wrong answers
c. Because you will know more material
d. Because the dots make a pretty picture 



ANSWERS:

1.      D
2.      B
3.      C
4.      B
5.      D (why – because) 
6.      D
7.      A
8.      D
9.      C
10. B 

