Outside Reading Book
Project Options:

Writing

· Letters to the author and character.
· Write two letters. One letter is written to the author and a second is written to a main character.
· The content of the letter must include (but is not limited to) one compliment and one concern you have about the author/character’s decisions.
· Each letter must be less than one page typed. The letter is from YOU at the PRESENT time therefore it does not need to resemble a letter written long ago.
· Each letter must be authentic – letter format, envelope, etc. (addresses to the best of your ability).

· Reading Journal
· Create a typed reading Journal/Diary
· Must include a creative and meaningful cover and at least 10 well developed entries at different periods in the plot.  The entries should respond to each of the following: plot events, meaningful quotes, setting, characterization, conflict, and connections to the text.

Creations

· Model of setting with description/effect on the plot (P)
· Your product must fit in a large shoe box
· You may use any materials.
· Include index cards to describe three elements of the setting that had an impact on the plot. This is a very important part of the project; it is where I can understand your thinking.

· Children’s picture book (P)
· The picture book retells all significant plot points (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution).
· Your picture book must look authentic. Construction of the book is as important as the pictures and text. See samples in class.
· If presenting, practice reading your book before you read it to the class.

· Sculpture of main character (P)
· The sculpture must be able to fit in a large shoebox.
· You may use any materials.
· Include an index card that highlights at least 5 features of your sculpture that are significant for the character. This index card EXPLAINS YOUR THINKING during the process of making the sculpture. It is critical! Otherwise, I will not know why your decisions (such as material choice) were made.

Posters

· Movie Poster (P) 
· Product must be authentic and include elements of a movie poster such as actors, dates of release, short persuasive advertising “sound bite”.
· Movie posters must be on poster board. See models in class for size expectations.
· A separate note card (large) should include a detailed explanation of all pictures and symbols.  There should be a reason for every picture/symbol you put on the poster (minimum of 5).

· Wanted Poster (P)
· Product must be authentic and include elements of a wanted poster; reward amount; reason for capture, biographical data. 
· See samples in class for the correct size. This is NOT a poster board project.
· A separate note card (large) should include a detailed explanation of all pictures and symbols.  There should be a reason for every picture/symbol you put on the poster (minimum of 5).

· Timeline and Map (P)
· Timeline must include dates, facts, and diagrams/pictures.
· The map of the setting must be accurate, detailed, and include a key.
· Timeline and map may be on two different pieces of paper.

Technology

· PowerPoint – plot line (P. Mandatory)
· Slide show must be emailed to Mrs. Nary BEFORE THE DUE DATE!!  
· Do not include sound anywhere in the slide show.
· Your slide show must have at least one slide for each plot point.
· Each plot point must be described and include visual aids such as pictures or graphics.
· Please feel free to move beyond the plot and insert slides that you feel will add to the overall presentation and the audiences understanding of the book.
· Colorful graphics/formatting and animation are critical to an excellent slide show.

Bodily Kinesthetic & Writing

· Script or Script + Performance (P) (Performance is a Group Activity Option meant for small group of 2-4 students who have read the same book) 

· Script must be of a NEW event/scene that you are ADDING to the text. 
· The script should follow the correct format (see textbook for examples) and should be between 5-10 minutes long when performed or 4-6 pages.
· You must include a short summary of the events that occurred in the book, leading up to the new scene to provide context.
· A short explanation of why this event/scene should be added must be written on an index card and attached and explained to the audience at the beginning or end of your performance.

(P) = Presentation Option

A Word on Project Choice…

· Your job is to show your thinking.
· Choose projects that fit your learning style.
· Use the models in the LA room and ask questions to understand the expectations.
· You are required to choose a different project each time we do an outside reading book.
PRESENTATIONS


How many times do I have to present?
· Every student is required to present once during the year.

When am I expected to present?
· Students present on the day the project is due. Please be prepared to present on the project due date.

How am I graded?
· Students will receive a presentation grade that is separate from all the project grades. It is a 50 point grade with a separate rubric. It will be recorded in the category of “projects/tests”.
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LA:  A  B  C  

	Oral Presentation Rubric : Outside Reading

	CATEGORY
	14
	12
	10
	8

	Understands Topic
	Shows a full understanding of the information that is presented (a command of the topic); includes thorough and interesting details. The audience better understands the presenter's thoughts and experience due to elaboration.
	Shows an understanding of the information that is presented; includes details. The audience may understand the presenter's thoughts and experience due to elaboration.
	Shows a limited understanding of the information that is presented; includes limited details. The audience most likely does not understand the presenter's thoughts and experience.
	Shows a lack of understanding of the information that is presented; includes few or no details. The few, if any audience members understand the presenter's thoughts and experience.

	Speaks Clearly
	* Does not interrupt or pause presentation with words or phrases such as; "like", "umm", "yeah", "Ya know?" etc.                              * Speaks clearly and distinctly all the time and has an even pace.
	* Rarely interrupts or pauses presentation with words or phrases such as; "like", "umm", "yeah", "Ya know?" etc.                          * Speaks clearly and distinctly most the time but slows down or speeds up at times.
	* Interrupts or pauses presentation with words or phrases such as; "like", "umm", "yeah", "Ya know?" etc.                             * Speaks clearly and distinctly some of the time. Doesn't have an even pace most of the time.
	* Frequently interrupts or pauses presentation with words or phrases such as; "like", "umm", "yeah", "Ya know?" etc.                                    * Often mumbles or cannot be understood OR doesn't have an even pace.

	CATEGORY
	7
	6
	5
	4

	Vocabulary
	Uses vocabulary appropriate for the audience. Extends audience vocabulary by defining words that might be new to most of the audience. 
	Uses vocabulary appropriate for the audience. Includes 1-2 words that might be new to most of the audience, but does not define them.                                                     
	                                                   Uses vocabulary appropriate for the audience. Does not include any vocabulary that might be new to the audience.                               
	Uses several (5 or more) words or phrases that are not understood by the audience.                    

	Posture 
	Stands up straight, looks relaxed and confident.  consistently during the presentation.
	Stands up straight  during most of the presentation.  Minimal fidgeting.
	Stands up straight at times during the presentation.                Fidgety at times.
	Slouches or fidgets during the presentation.

	Eye Contact
	Establishes eye contact with everyone in the room consistently during the presentation.
	 Establishes eye contact with everyone in the room during most of the presentation.
	Sometimes establishes eye contact at times during the presentation.
	Does not look at people during the presentation.
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