Suggestions to make schoolwork/homework a more successful and rewarding experience for both parents and children.

1. Provide needed supplies for your child (assignment book, notebooks, calculators, writing implements, etc.) and check periodically for whereabouts.
2. Be sure that your child has his assignment book with him/her daily. Check it daily to be sure all assignments are recorded daily. Check schoolnotes .com for listing of specific daily assignments to check for accuracy.  Additionally, this homework assignment book can be used as a vehicle for parent and teacher communication, special comments or instructions.
3. Post a monthly calendar on the refrigerator with important due dates and assignments listed. 
4. If necessary, help your child to breakdown and track long term assignments/book reports/ projects to assure timely completion and follow through.
5. Have a quiet, well lit study space for your child.
6. Be consistent on homework time each day to fit your family’s schedule. Immediately after school is a time when children may need to spend a few minutes unwinding. On the other hand, the later in the day that homework is completed, the more likely that fatigue will set in and difficulties will arise. Therefore, it is generally best to have a few minutes to unwind, to have a snack, but then do homework prior to dinner.
7. Set realistic goals for each evening of homework. If the amount of homework seems overwhelming, then there should be a meeting with the teacher to discuss this concern and organize a plan to address it.  Consider having your child do homework in “chunks’, 10 or 15 minute blocks with brief breaks in between.  This helps the child to tackle each chunk with renewed energy.

8. Before your child starts their homework review any rubric given to them concerning the assignment.  Review with them exactly what it is they are to do and how they are going to do it. In this way, you will help your child to organize and to prioritize their energy and time.
9. Make your role in the homework experience a supportive and encouraging one. Try not to become a “participant” in the process where it becomes your homework rather than your child’s.
10. If your child has attempted something two or three times and has not been able to achieve success, have him/her move onto something else. You may decide to come back to it later, or it may need to be referred back to school to the teacher for further review and instruction. 
11. Review study guides and materials with your child prior to tests/quizzes.
12. Clean out book bag periodically with your child.
13. Check iParent for current progress.
14. Encourage your child to self-advocate and ask necessary questions.
15. Offer positive reinforcement concerning any degree of school progress.
16. Work actively with your child’s teacher. A cooperative, ongoing and open communication process is critical to your child’s success in school. Parents and teachers should become partners in the education of each child.

