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Grade Eight 

Fourth Quarter, 2012
Socratic Seminar Project
[image: image2.wmf]
Task:  Prepare for, engage in, and reflect upon a Socratic Seminar discussion on topics surrounding the Black Death in Europe during the Middle Ages.

I. Prepare for the Discussion.  (35% of your grade)
Locate, cite, and take notes on at least three sources of your choice to prepare an answer to the discussion questions.  (Suggested online resources and print resources will be offered in the library.) Record your sources on a typed bibliography page in proper format.    Record your notes in a two-column note-taking format in a notebook or on lined paper, or use the note card method.  After collecting information and thinking about the questions, write three opinion statements on the “Formative Opinion Statements” page.  35% of your grade will be based on completion of these organizational tasks.  
 II. Socratic Seminar (40% of your grade)
Engage in a thoughtful, research-based discussion about the causes, reactions to, and consequences of the Black Death.  Please make use of the discussion tips and guidelines page in this packet.  Grade will be based on the attached rubric.  40% of your grade will be based on your participation in this discussion.  


III. Reflection on the discussion and on your learning (25% of your grade)

Respond to the questions on the “Socratic Seminar Reflection” page.  Please prepare a “Summary Opinion Statements” on the attached page.  25% of your grade will be based on these summary and reflection pieces.   
	4) Is the modern world still experiencing effects of the Black Death?  

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Criteria for Short Constructed Response
	Meets Standard


	Almost Meets Standard
	Little/No Evidence



	Restates and/or establishes  the answer to the question in a topic sentence/paragraph and provides a sense of closure with a summarizing statement/paragraph
	1
	.5
	0

	Supports the answer by citing appropriate evidence and/or content vocabulary and shows an understanding and/or reasoning through explanation of the evidence
	3
	2
	1/0

	Organizes the ideas in a logical manner  and demonstrates an understanding of the conventions of standard written English;  errors do not impair the readability
	1
	.5
	0

	TOTAL POINTS EARNED (essay                  /5

	
	
	


Name__________________________

Formative Opinion Statements:
	 1) Were the causes of the Black Death avoidable in Medieval Europe?  

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Criteria for Short Constructed Response
	Meets Standard


	Almost Meets Standard
	Little/No Evidence



	Restates and/or establishes  the answer to the question in a topic sentence/paragraph and provides a sense of closure with a summarizing statement/paragraph
	1
	.5
	0

	Supports the answer by citing appropriate evidence and/or content vocabulary and shows an understanding and/or reasoning through explanation of the evidence
	3
	2
	1/0

	Organizes the ideas in a logical manner  and demonstrates an understanding of the conventions of standard written English;  errors do not impair the readability
	1
	.5
	0

	TOTAL POINTS EARNED (essay                  /5

	
	
	


	2) Were the reactions of governments, the church, and individuals at the time appropriate?  

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Criteria for Short Constructed Response
	Meets Standard


	Almost Meets Standard
	Little/No Evidence



	Restates and/or establishes  the answer to the question in a topic sentence/paragraph and provides a sense of closure with a summarizing statement/paragraph
	1
	.5
	0

	Supports the answer by citing appropriate evidence and/or content vocabulary and shows an understanding and/or reasoning through explanation of the evidence
	3
	2
	1/0

	Organizes the ideas in a logical manner  and demonstrates an understanding of the conventions of standard written English;  errors do not impair the readability
	1
	.5
	0

	TOTAL POINTS EARNED (essay                  /5

	
	
	


	3) Was the economic and social impact of the Black Death preventable?  

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Criteria for Short Constructed Response
	Meets Standard


	Almost Meets Standard
	Little/No Evidence



	Restates and/or establishes  the answer to the question in a topic sentence/paragraph and provides a sense of closure with a summarizing statement/paragraph
	1
	.5
	0

	Supports the answer by citing appropriate evidence and/or content vocabulary and shows an understanding and/or reasoning through explanation of the evidence
	3
	2
	1/0

	Organizes the ideas in a logical manner  and demonstrates an understanding of the conventions of standard written English;  errors do not impair the readability
	1
	.5
	0

	TOTAL POINTS EARNED (essay                  /5

	
	
	


Name______________________________  Period  A  B  C  D    

Preparation 35%
_____10 points completed, typed, printed, correctly formatted bibliography 
_____10 points effective note-taking at least three sources 
_____15 points for three Formative Opinion Statements (see rubrics)
Socratic Seminar 40%
_____40 points based on analytic rubric below
	
	Excellent 10 
	Good 8
	Fair 6
	Unsatisfactory 2-4

	Conduct
	Demonstrates respect for the learning process; has patience with different opinions and complexity; shows initiative by asking others for clarification: brings others into the conversation, moves the conversation forward; speaks to all of the participants; avoids talking too much.
	Generally shows composure but may display impatience with contradictory or confusing ideas; comments, but does not necessarily encourage others to participate; may tend to address only the teacher or get into debates.
	Participates and expresses a belief that his/her ideas are important in understanding the text; may make insightful comments but is either too forceful or too shy and does not contribute to the progress of the conversation; tends to debate, not dialogue.
	Displays little respect for the learning process; argumentative; takes advantage of minor distractions; uses inappropriate language; speaks to individuals rather than ideas; arrives unprepared without notes, pencil/pen or perhaps even without the text.

	Speaking

&

Reasoning
	Understands question before answering; cites evidence from text; expresses thoughts in complete sentences; move conversation forward; makes connections between ideas; resolves apparent contradictory ideas; considers others’ viewpoints, not only his/her own; avoids bad logic.
	Responds to questions voluntarily; comments show an appreciation for the text but not an appreciation for the subtler points within it; comments are logical but not connected to other speakers; ideas interesting enough that others respond to them.
	Responds to questions but may have to be called upon by others; has read the text but not put much effort into preparing questions and ideas for the seminar; comments take details into account but may not flow logically in conversation.
	Extremely reluctant to participate even when called upon; comments illogical and meaningless; may mumble or express incomplete ideas; little or no account taken of previous comments or important ideas in the text.

	Listening
	Pays attention to details; writes down questions; responses take into account all participants; demonstrates that he/she has kept up; points out faulty logic respectfully; overcomes distractions.
	Generally pays attention and responds thoughtfully to ideas and questions of other participants and the leader; absorption in own ideas may distract the participant from the ideas of others.
	Appears to find some ideas unimportant while responding to others; may have to have questions or confusions repeated due to inattention; takes few notes during the seminar in response to ideas and comments.
	Appears uninvolved in the seminar; comments display complete misinterpretation of questions or comments of other participants.

	Reading
	Thoroughly familiar with the text; has notations and questions in the margins; key words, phrases, and ideas are highlighted;  possible contradictions identified; pronounces words correctly.
	Has read the text and comes with some ideas from it but these may not be written out in advance;  good understanding of the vocabulary but may mispronounce some new or foreign words.
	Appears to have read or skimmed the text but has not marked the text or made meaningful notes or questions; shows difficulty with vocabulary; mispronounces important words; key concepts misunderstood; little evidence of serious reflection prior to the seminar.
	Student is unprepared for the seminar; important words, phrases, ideas in the text are unfamiliar; no notes or questions marked in the text; no attempt made to get help with difficult material.


         (Adapted with permission from Paul Raider)  from: http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/SocraticSeminars/seminarrubrics.htm
_____10 points completed Socratic Seminar Reflection page  
_____15 points summary opinion statement, based on rubric attached  
Total Project Points = __________ out of 100

Socratic Seminar Guidelines:


1.  
Ask questions about what we read, hear and see.


2.  
Are courteous to one another.


3.  
Pause and think before we answer.


4.  
Give our opinions and tell them clearly.


5.  
Make judgments and defend them.


6.  
Find examples [from text] to back up our opinions 
and judgments.

7.  
Tell how an answer was arrived at or a problem 
solved.

8.  
Listen to others carefully.

9.  
Challenge other’s opinions without being personally  

      
challenging, condescending or degrading.

10. 
Offer help to participants when they do not 
       
understand.

11. 
Are prepared to learn something new and have our 


Ideas challenged.


12. 
Are willing to change our opinions with the addition 
of more information or compelling reason.


13. Unlearn.
 

Material adapted from National Center for the Paideia Program, University of North Carolina @ Chapel Hill, CB # 8040, Chapel Hill, NC 27599

Socratic Seminar Reflection (10 points.)
Name 













Seminar # 












1. Summary of key ideas:
2. Reaction:  Identify what someone said; write down his/her comment.  React to his/her statement.
3. Explain how the Seminar influenced your thinking about the topic or the text(s).
4. Socratic Connections:  Identify and explain a connection to . . . 

	another writer/poet
	news article
	movie
	song

	commercial
	Photograph/painting
	TV show
	person you know

	experience you had
	observation
	another culture
	famous/infamous person

	your choices . . . . 
	
	
	


Explain your connection fully:

5. Self Assessment

	Taking a position on a question
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Using evidence to support a position or presenting factual information
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Drawing another person into the discussion
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Asking a clarifying question or moving the discussion along
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Highlighting and marking the text with questions/commentary
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1


Identify a personal goal if you were to participate in another seminar:

Identify a group goal and how you would be willing to contribute to it:

from: http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/SocraticSeminars/seminarrubrics.htm
Name_______________________________

Summary Opinion Statements (15 points): 
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Criteria for Short Constructed Response
	Exceeds Standard


	Meets Standard


	Almost Meets Standard


	Little/No Evidence



	Restates and/or establishes  the answer to the question in a topic sentence/paragraph

	1
	.75
	.5
	.25/0

	Supports the answer by citing appropriate evidence and/or content vocabulary


	3
	2
	1
	1/0

	Shows an understanding and/or reasoning through explanation of the evidence 
	8
	11
	7
	3/0

	Provides a sense of closure with a summarizing statement/paragraph

	1
	.75
	.5
	.25/0

	Organizes the ideas in a logical manner  


	1
	.75
	.5
	.25/0

	Demonstrates an understanding of the conventions of standard written English;  errors do not impair the readability
	1
	.75
	.5
	.25/0

	TOTAL POINTS EARNED (essay                  /15

	
	
	
	


Focus Questions:  


1) Were the causes of the Black Death avoidable in Medieval Europe?  


2) Were the reactions of governments, the church, and individuals at the time appropriate?  


3) Were the long-term economic and social impacts of the Black Death preventable?  


4) Is the modern world still experiencing effects of the Black Death?

















�





�








