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Mr. Dalessio
World History:  Prehistory to 1500 CE
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WELCOME BACK STUDENTS AND PARENTS AND GUARDIANS!
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This year is a VERY exciting year for Social Studies at BMS!  We begin our studies of world history!   It promises to be a very challenging course.  We will begin in prehistory, and will end in the year 1500 CE.  Next year, during your freshman year at the high school, you will study modern world history from 1500 to the present.  So this eighth grade year is really a beginning to your high school Social Studies course of study.  We have a lot of content and skills to learn in only 180 days to get you ready for the high school!   Be ready to work hard and to think in new ways.  I am convinced that this is going to be your most interesting and rewarding year of Social Studies yet.  Welcome back!!!


MAJOR UNITS OF STUDY AND CONTENT STANDARDS:
Below are the major units of study for this year.  These will be divided evenly into the four grading quarters.  Listed under each of the units are the essential questions which guide our learning and specific content standards that will be addressed in that unit from the National History Standards.  

Unit One (First Quarter):  Early Humans and Societies


ESSENTIAL  QUESTIONS-

1. How does geography affect the development and changing character of human societies?

2.  How does technology change the way people live and work?
Era 1: The Beginnings of Human Society  
Standard 2:  The processes that led to the emergence of agricultural societies around the world
Era 2: Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples, 4000-1000 BCE                    
Standard 1:  The major characteristics of civilization and how civilizations emerged in Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Indus valley                                                                                                                                                                                                Standard 2:  How agrarian societies spread and new states emerged in the third and second millennia BCE                                                                     Standard 3:  The political, social, and cultural consequences of population movements and militarization in Eurasia in the      second millennium BCE  
Unit Two (Second Quarter):  New Empires and New Faiths                  





ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS-                                                                                                        
          1. How do people seek to explain the world in which they live                                                   



2.  How can interpreting the past help us to better understand the future?                                    


3.   How have people used nationalism as a basis for their actions?                                       
Era 3: Classical Traditions, Major Religions, and Giant Empires, 1000 BCE-300 CE                
Standard 1:  Innovation and change from 1000-600 BCE: horses, ships, iron, and monotheistic faith                                                Standard 2:  The emergence of Aegean civilization and how interrelations developed among peoples of the eastern Mediterranean and Southwest Asia, 600-200 BCE                                                                                                                               Standard 3:  How major religions and large-scale empires arose in the Mediterranean basin, China, and India, 500 BCE-300 CE  Standard 4:  The development of early agrarian civilizations in Mesoamerica                                                                          Standard 5:  Major global trends from 1000 BCE-300 CE
Unit Three (Third Quarter):
Expansion, Trade, and Encounter


Essential Questions-

1.  In what ways do migration and trade affect cultures?


2.  How do people or countries cooperate over time?
Era 4:  Expanding Zones of Exchange and Encounter, 300-1000 CE

Standard 1:  Imperial crises and their aftermath, 300-700 CE
Standard 2:  Causes and consequences of the rise of Islamic civilization in the 7th-10th centuries  

Standard 3:  Major developments in East Asia and Southeast Asia in the era of the Tang dynasty, 600-900 CE  

Standard 4:  The search for political, social, and cultural redefinition in Europe, 500-1000 CE  

Standard 5:  The development of agricultural societies and new states in tropical Africa and Oceania  

Standard 6:  The rise of centers of civilization in Mesoamerica and Andean South America in the first millennium CE  

Standard 7:  Major global trends from 300-1000 CE 
Unit Four (Fourth Quarter): 
Global Contact and Conflict
                    Essential Questions-

                  1. How does the power of individuals affect institutions and societies?

                  2.  How does contact between societies serve as an agent of change within and between these societies?

                  3.  Why do some cultures thrive and some cultures collapse?
Era 5:  Intensified Hemispheric Interactions, 1000-1500 CE

Standard 1:  The maturing of an interregional system of communication, trade, and cultural exchange in an era of Chinese economic power and Islamic expansion 

Standard 2:  The redefining of European society and culture, 1000-1300 CE  

Standard 3:  The rise of the Mongol empire and its consequences for Eurasian peoples, 1200-1350
Standard 4:  The growth of states, towns, and trade in Sub-Saharan Africa between the 11th and 15th centuries  

Standard 5:  Patterns of crisis and recovery in Afro-Eurasia, 1300-1450 

Standard 6:  The expansion of states and civilizations in the Americas, 1000-1500  

Standard 7:  Major global trends from 1000-1500 CE
Additionally, in Social Studies class we will focus on meeting and exceeding many of the Grade Level Expectations for reading and written and oral communication.  






          











GREEN  CLUSTER  SOCIAL  STUDIES!!!
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MATERIALS:

I suggest that you have a pen and a pencil, your assignment notebook, and a folder with notepaper for every day of class.  On some days, when it is announced, I could suggest that you should have a set of colored pencils (at least 6 different colors,) a glue stick, a ruler, or fineline  markers.  Always be prepared for class!

[image: image4.emf]


TEXTBOOKS:


Every student will be receiving a copy of our new textbook:  World History, Glencoe, 2008.  When I distribute these books, I do not expect to see them until the end of the year.  We are very fortunate to have a class set of textbooks that we will use in school.  Student copies may be kept at home.  Please take care of these books at home.  They will be an excellent resource for us for years to come!
Students can also access an online version of their text at www.Glencoe.com.  Please ask me for user name and password. 
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GRADES:

In this class, your grade will be based on the weighted percentages listed below:

	ASSIGNMENT CODE


	ASSIGNMENT TYPE

	
	PERCENTAGE OF YOUR GRADE

Quarter 1 & 3               Quarter 2 & 4

	HW
	Homework
	
	        10%                            10%

	P &  Q
	Performance  Assessments/Quizzes 
	
	      40%                           30%

	T & P
	Tests and Projects
	
	       50%                              45%

	M &  F
	Mid Term and Final

    Assessments


	
	       NA                                 15%


__________________________________________________________
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STAYING INFORMED
Please visit my site that is linked to the Green cluster site off the BMS site.   Major assignment due dates are posted there; it is your responsibility to keep track of daily homework assignments that are posted on the front board.   
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CONTACTING ME 
Please fill out sign the slip below so that I know you have read this information, and so that I have easy access to your contact information.  Parents, please keep track of your student’s progress by checking her/his assignment notebook nightly, and by checking i-Cue.  I certainly can be reached if you have any questions.  The best way to reach me is by email.  My address is dalessiob@bpsmail.org.   If you have any questions, please contact me.  I want this to be a very successful year for your student!

Sincerely,

Mr. Dalessio
STUDENT NAME:______________________________________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME (PRINTED)____________________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE__________________________________________________

TELEPHONE: (EVENING)___________________________(DAY)__________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN EMAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________

