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Research Project

TASKS:

[image: image3.wmf]1.  Write a One-page thesis-driven research paper that answers the following question.  Which Ancient Civilization had the greatest impact on modern society?
2.  Create an artifact that somehow supports your thesis (map, a picture, a model, etc.)
STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

Era 2, Standard 1:   The major characteristics of civilization and how civilizations emerged in Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Indus Valley.

Era 2, Standard 2:  How agrarian societies spread and new states emerged in the third and second millennia BCE.  

UNIT ESSENTIAL QUESTION ADDRESSED:

Which Ancient Civilization had the greatest impact on modern society?

[image: image4.wmf]ANCIENT CIVILIZATION TOPICS:  
Your focus is EARLY civilization--no later than 1000 BCE.

(Circle yours.)
1. Ancient Mesopotamian Civilization
2. Ancient Egyptian Civilization

3. Ancient Indian Civilization

4. Ancient Chinese Civilization
5. Ancient Greek Civilization

6. Ancient Roman Civilization
FOCUS CIVILIZATION CHARACTERISTIC:  

(Circle yours.)
1. Development of Cities
2. Growth of Government
3. Growth of Religion
4. Development of a Social Structure
5. Use of Writing and literature
6. Artistic Activity

7. Development of mathematics and science 
T h e    B i g    6    R e s e a r c h     S t r a t e g i e s

· Step #1 – Task Definition

· What is the question, assignment, problem, or information needed?

· What do you already know about the topic?

· What facts do you need?

· Do you have to form an opinion or take a position? 

· What do you need to do to form an opinion or take a position?

· How much depth do you need to go into?

· Step #2 – Information Seeking Strategies

· Brainstorm – write anything that comes to mind.

· Make a list in order of importance. 

· Step #3 – Location and Access – Where can you find the information you need?

· Is one medium (books, magazines, newspapers, web sites, databases) better suited to your topic than another?

· How current (up-to-date) does the information need to be?

· How much time do you have to find the information?

· Can you get to the information source easily?

· How trustworthy is the information?

· What will you do with the information?

· Create search terms/keywords

· Use the list you created in step #2 to write a word that best describes your topic/topics

· Then write synonyms for each – these are your keywords

· Keywords can be used for print sources when you look at the table of contents or index

· For internet or database searches – look at the results you get from your keywords to help you create additional or more specific search terms

· Step #4 – Use of Information 

· Print, websites, and databases

· Scan first (getting the general idea)

· Read headings, subheadings, and captions

· Look at photos, charts, drawings, cartoons etc.

· Read first and last paragraph of a specific section for a summary of the content

· Read the first and last sentence of a paragraph for an impression of the topic 
· Record all sources used (get all information needed for citations)

· Keep a log of all the information you use

· Step #5 – Synthesis – Putting it All Together

· Organize the information you found

· Compare and contrast what you learned

· What was most interesting to you?

· How did it compare to what you already knew about the topic?

· Create your product

· Cite your sources

· Use MLA format or format recommended for the specific project
· Step #6 – Evaluation

· The Product

· Review assignment

· Check against rubric if given

· What grade would you give yourself?

· Does it represent your ideas?

· Test product with others

· Is it clear?

· Is it interesting?

· The Process

· How effectively did you find information?

· Did you find a variety of sources?

· What worked well that you would do again?

· What was most difficult for you about the project?

· How could you make it easier next time?
SOURCES LIST:
For this research project, you should have at least three sources   See next page for MLA format for recording your sources.
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Barrington Middle School – MLA Works Cited Format

	Books
	Author Last Name, First Name. Title. Place of Publication: Publisher, Date of Publication.

Note: Title of publication can either be underlined or in italics

	Book with one author
	Pyles, Thomas. The Origins of the English Language. New York: Harcourt Brace, 1971.



	Book with two or more authors
	McCrum, Robert and Robert MacNeil. The Story of Dogs. New York: Penguin Books, 1987.



	Book with an editor
	Jones, John, ed. The History of the Stock Market. New York: Houghton-Mifflin, 1997.



	Encyclopedia
	Pet, Thomas.  “Racism.”  The World Book Encyclopedia. 1998 ed.



	Magazines &

Newspapers
	Author Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Magazine Date: Page Number(s).

Notice proper format for date.  If no author for magazine and newspaper article, start with title

	Magazine article
	Wallace, Charles. “Living With Lies.” Time Magazine 14 Feb.2000: 63.

	Newspaper article
	Johnson, Sharon.  “The Cartoon Creature.”  The New York Times 11 Feb. 2003: B5.

	Editorial

	“Selective Silence.” Editorial. Wall Street Journal 11 Feb.2000: A14.

Note: If the editorial has an author, begin with the author’s name

	Technology
	Name of site. Copyright date. Name of site sponsor. Date accessed <URL address>.

For specific online resources (online databases,encyclopedias, etc)  see below

	Internet

	I-Safe.org. 12 Nov. 2002. I-SAFE Organization. 24 Nov. 2002<http://www.isafe.org>.

	Online Database

(Infotrac, Proquest, etc.)

Note: Infotrac includes reference books, magazines & newspapers
	For books in online database:

Rydel, Chris. Sweet Treats. Boston: Penguin Books, 2003. Infotrac. 14 July 2003.

For magazines in online database:

Smith, Jay. “Giving Students Candy.” Newsweek 23 Nov.1998: A2. Infotrac. 14 July 2000.

For newspapers in online database:

Miller, Sam. “Hershey Sells A Million.” The New York Times 11 Feb. 2003: 12. Infotrac. 14 July

2003.

	Online Encyclopedia

(World Book, Encarta, etc.)

Note: WorldBook Online includes articles, magazines & web sites
	For encyclopedia articles in online encyclopedia:

Terri McGinnis, “Dog.” 12 Oct. 2003 World Book Online 15 Nov.

2003<http://www.worldbookonline.com>.

For magazine articles in online encyclopedia – treat as magazine in online database:

Christenson, Elise. “How Sweet It Is.” Newsweek 12 May 2003: 10. World Book Online. 14

July 2003.

For web sites in online encyclopedia – treat as Internet site:

Disney.com  12 Nov. 2003. Walt Disney Company. 24 Nov. 2003<http://www.Disney.go.com>.

	Culturegrams
Note: Culturegrams is available in online & print editions


	Online edition - treat as Internet site:

CultureGrams.com 12 July 2003. CultureGrams(.  15 Nov.

2003<www.onlineedition.culturegrams.com>.

Print edition:

“Portugal.”  CultureGrams: Standard Edition.  Orem, Utah: Brigham Young University, 2004.

	Countrywatch
Note: Countrywatch includes information & wire articles
	For general information – treat as an Internet site:

Countrywatch.com. 12 Nov. 2003.  Countrywatch. 15 Nov.

2003<http://www.countrywatch.com>.

For wire articles – treat as newspaper article in online database:

Graf, Julie. “India Celebrates Together.”  Associated Press 11 Feb. 2003: 12. Countrywatch. 14

July 2003.

	Misc.
	

	Pamphlet
	With no author, publisher or date:

Are You at Risk of Heart Attack? n.p. n.d.

With author - treat as a book:

	Personal interview
	Smith, Jane. Personal interview. 10 Feb. 2000.

	Filmstrips, slide programs, videotape and DVD
	Going Back: A Return to Vietnam.  Videocassette. Virginia Productions, 1992.

Note: Replace Videocassette with DVD, filmstrip, etc.

	Radio or television program
	“An Interview with Elton John.” Barbara Walters Special. National Public Radio. 23 May 1999.

Note: Replace radio station with TV station and affiliate


THESIS STATEMENT DEVELOPMENT

(DO NOT COMPLETE UNTIL AFTER BEGINNING YOUR RESEARCH!)

Remember this Thesis Statement Organizer?

	LIMITED SUBJECT
	
	YOUR CONCLUSIONS
	
	(3) REASONS FOR IT

	(Must have to do with your assigned topics.)

	
	(Must have something to do with how  your civilization had the greatest impact on future civilizations also include a counter argument against your choice. )

	
	


Here is a format you may follow, or you may adjust it to better fit your needs.  

“The ________________________ had the 

Greatest impact on modern society because ________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

T H E S I S    S T A T E m E N T

“Yes” T E S T

The thesis statement:

_____makes a significant claim that is not common knowledge.

_____makes a single claim that can be supported.

_____expresses your synthesis of the information.

_____includes your specific subject and what you are going to say about it.

_____is a well-written, fluent sentence that is in Italics.  
THESIS PAPER FORMAT
Paragraph 1:  Introduction
	2.  Details that will provide a general understanding of the topic.



	3.  Details that will provide a general understanding of the focus.


	4.  General reference to the three points (reasons) you will develop to support the thesis.
1.

2.

3.


	5.  Thesis statement that clearly identifies your stance (opinion.)  


Paragraph 2:  Body Paragraph 1
	2.  A fact, detail, example that helps explain the main idea of the paragraph.



	3.  Another fact, detail, example that helps explain the main idea of the paragraph.



	4.  Another fact, detail, example that helps explain the main idea of the paragraph.


	5.  A concluding sentence that explains how the details about this topic support the thesis statement.  


Paragraph 3:  Body Paragraph 2

	2.  A fact, detail, example that helps explain the main idea of the paragraph.



	3.  Another fact, detail, example that helps explain the main idea of the paragraph.



	4.  Another fact, detail, example that helps explain the main idea of the paragraph.


	5.  A concluding sentence that explains how the details about this topic support the thesis statement.  


Paragraph 4:  Body Paragraph 3

	2.  A fact, detail, example that helps explain the main idea of the paragraph.



	3.  Another fact, detail, example that helps explain the main idea of the paragraph.



	4.  Another fact, detail, example that helps explain the main idea of the paragraph.


	5.  A concluding sentence that explains how the details about this topic support the thesis statement.  


Paragraph 5:  Conclusion
	2.  Most important point related to the first point.  


	3.  Most important point related to the second point.  


	4.  Most important point related to the third point. Along with counter argument.  

	5.  A memorable concluding sentence that inspires the reader to agree with or take action related to the thesis statement.    


Grading Rubric—Thesis Paper
(rubric available of hard copy only.)
INFORMATION FOR Visual Aid:
This information should be presented in paragraph format, typed or very neatly written with your artifact.   Your name and the name of your civilization should appear with artifact.

DESCRIPTION OF YOUR ARTIFACT AND THREE OR MORE WAYS IT supports the thesis ABOUT THE civilization OF ___________________:
	FOCUS QUESTIONS
	INFORMATION
	SOURCE #

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


GRADING RUBRIC PAGE:

Note:  This page will be turned in with your project.

Name________________________

Civilization_________________________

	A        R         T        I        F        A         C          T                3  0          P   O   I   N   T   S   

	Artifact Quality
	10

Artifact reflects a high amount of effort in creating it, and  is neat and appears “museum quality.”
	7 

Artifact reflects an average  amount of effort in creating it, and  is mostly neat and nearly appears “museum quality.”
	3-4

Artifact reflects a low amount of effort in creating it, and  is not neat and does not appear “museum quality.”
	0

Artifact is not complete and/or reflects a very low amount of effort.
	

	Description  of Artifact (from panel four)
	20
Thoroughly and accurately describes three or more ways this artifact shows something about your culture.


	15

Nearly thoroughly  and accurately describes three or more ways this artifact shows something about your culture.


	10

Partially and/or partially inaccurately describes three ways this artifact shows something about your culture.


	5

Partially and inaccurately describes less than three ways this artifact shows something about your culture.


	0

Does not describe any way this artifact shows something about your culture.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ONE IDEA ON HOW the

Artifact could look:

















                          Tom Smith            Egypt
                        How Artifact supports Egypt’s greatness:
            Sdfdskfh  sdjf kfhsjkdhfks kjkjsadwurfhjkhvgjkdfhjksdhfuiwerhwe3uhfsjdhfksljdfhugyewuqjkefnjksdnvkjhgjkg

       Fffffffffffffffffdk    kkkkkkkkr  krjigoj  idjweiorwq gffdjhreug  urewfh  weouhfla  iouthoigfgjkgj    ijsajfjjdfhghejru urj

       Fffffffffffffffffdk    kkkkkkkkr  krjigoj  idjweiorwq gffdjhreug  urewfh  weouhfla  iouthoigfgjkgj    ijsajfjjdfhghejru urj

       Fffffffffffffffffdk    kkkkkkkkr  krjigoj  idjweiorwq gffdjhreug  wfh  weouhfla  iouthkgj    ijsajfjjdfhghejru urj

       Fffffffffffffffffdk  kkkkkkr  krjigoj  idjweiorwq gffdjhreug  urewfh  weouhfla  iouthoigfgjkgj    ijsajfjjdfhghejru urj

       Fffffffffffffffffdk kkkkkkr  krjigoj  idjweiorwq gffdjhreug  urewfh  weouhfla  iouthoigfgjkgjjfjjdfhghejru urj

       Fffffffffffffffffdk    kkkkkkkkr  krjigoj  idjweiorwq gffdjhreug  urewfheouhfla  iouthoigjkgj    ijsajfjjdfhghejru urj

                ffffffffdk    kkkkkkkkr  krjigoj  idjweiorwq gffdjhreug  urewfh  weouhfla  iouthoigfgjkgj    ijsajfjjdfhghejru urj

       Fffffffffffffffffdk    kkkkkkkkr  krjigoj  idjweiorwq gffdjhreug  urewfh  uhfla  iouthoigfgjkgj    ijsajfjjdfhghejru urj

       Fffffffffffffffdk    kkkkkkkkr  krjigoj  idjweior gffdjhreug  urewfh  weouhfla  iouthoigfgjkgj    fjjdfhghejru urj

       Fffffffffffffffffdk    kkkkkkkkr  krjigoj  idjweiorwq gffdjhreug  urewfh  weouhfla  iouthoigfgjkgj    ijsajfjjdfhghejru urj

       Fffffffffffffffffdk    kkkkkkkkr  krjigoj  idjweiorwq gffdjhreug  urewfh  weouhfla  iouthoigfgjkgj    ijsajfjjdfhghejru urj

       Fffffffffffffdk    kkkkkkkkr  krjigoj  idjweiorwq gffdjhreu urewfh  weouhfla  ihoigfgjkgj  ajfjjdfhghejru urj

       Fffffffffffffffffdk    kkkkkkkkr  krjigoj  idjweiorwq gffdjhreug  urewfh  weouhfla  iouthoigfgjkgj    ijsajfjjdfhghejru urj



NOTES OF REMINDER:

· None of the dimensions of this product (shown by arrows) should be greater than one foot. 

· Since the real artifact above would be MUCH larger than 1 foot by one foot, a scale model was used.   A different artifact could have been shown actual size.  Your name and civilization should be at the top of each side panel.

Grading Rubric—Visual Aid ______ out of 14 Points 
PRODUCT RELATES TO PAPER TOPIC

0 – does not meet at all

1– meets requirement
                            2 – exceeds requirement
 

PRODUCT EFFECTIVELY SUPPORTS PAPER IN SUPPORTING THESIS STATEMENT

0 – does not meet at all 
2 – barely meets requirement

4 – meets requirement
                            6 – exceeds requirement
 

OVERALL NEATNESS AND CARE IN CREATING THE PRODUCT IS EVIDENT:

0 – does not meet at all 
2 – barely meets requirement

4 – meets requirement
                            6 – exceeds requirement
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YOU’RE FOCUS CIVILIZATION CHARACTERISTIC





       





YOUR THREE REASONS











1.  Hook.  





1.  Topic sentence (based on the first topic.)  





1.  Topic sentence (based on the second topic.)  





1.  Topic sentence (based on the third topic.)  





Topic sentence (reword the thesis statement.)


Include Counter Argument  











Overall Project Grade:


____ out of 46 points








