Quarter 1 Assessment of Learning – Unit 1 Fiction/Nonfiction

STUDY GUIDE
Fiction

Fiction is writing that tells about characters and events from the author’s imagination.
It contains the following elements:

Setting- time and place of a story

Plot- sequence of events including:
· Exposition- basic background information about the characters and situation 
· Conflict- struggle between two opposing forces in the story; can be internal or external
· Rising Action- events that increase tension
· Climax- highest point of tension in the story, usually when the eventual outcome will be revealed 
· Falling Action- events that follow the climax 
· Resolution- the final outcome/ conflict is eliminated 
Foreshadowing- the author’s use of clues to hint at what might happen later in a story; builds readers’ expectation and creates suspense. 

Point of View- perspective from which the story is told

· First-person point of view- from the perspective of a character in the story (I/me/we)   
· Third-person point of view- from the perspective of an outside narrator

Conflicts:

· Person vs. person

· Person vs. self

· Person vs. nature

· Person vs. society 
Theme- message about life the story conveys to the reader

Types of Fiction

· Short Stories- brief works of fiction (containing plot, setting, characters, point of view) with usually one main plot and one main conflict 
· Novels- longer works of fiction (containing the same elements as short stories) possibly containing subplots (interrelated stories/conflicts) 
· Novellas- works of fiction shorter than novels but longer than short stories 
· Historical Fiction- stories that draw on real people and events to tell invented stories

Predicting

· Making predictions help readers become more involved in the story.

It’s a good idea to make a prediction based on what you’ve read; then continue with the story to see if you are correct

Nonfiction
Nonfiction writing deals with only real people and events
Narrator –is often the author because the text is an event in the author’s life. The text is often told from the point of view of the author (a real person)

Mood is the overall feeling or atmosphere that the work creates for the reader.

Attitude is the approach the author takes with a subject…i.e.  witty, informative, sad, etc… Author’s Style consists of rhythm, language, and the way an author organizes information.

Author’s Purpose:
· To PERSUADE- speeches/ editorials 
· To INFORM- articles, reference books, research papers, historical essays
· To ENTERTAIN- biographies, autobiographies, travel narratives
· To REFLECT – journal entry, diary entry, blog
Types of Nonfiction:

· Report- information essay on a one main topic with supporting main ideas and details

· Persuasive- informational essay taking a position with supporting main ideas and details, also included is a counter argument.

· Biography- body of work about an individual’s life

· Memoir- a snapshot about a significant event in a person’s life
Text Devices: diagrams, pictures, italics, bold, headings, etc. 

