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INDEPENDENT READING RESPONSE

Nonfiction # 1: Author’s purpose and mood
Think about the following questions as they relate to the nonfiction book you are currently reading.  
· What or whom is the book about and what is the author’s purpose for writing it?  
· How do you know?  (Explain your answer by using a quote from your book.)
· What is the general mood of the nonfiction story? Is it a sad story, a serious story, a humorous story, a funny story, etc.?  
· Remember, you must support your answer by using at least one quotation from the text.
Example:

The author, David Laskin, wrote the book The Children’s Blizzard   to inform his readers about the terrible blizzard that occurred in the Midwest on January 12, 1888 and gives background information about the following three topics:  Mass immigration to the United States from Europe, the inaccuracies and political infighting surrounding the “birth” of weather forecasting in America, and one of the most deadly storms to hit a large area of the Midwest.  Laskin’s primary purpose is to present firsthand accounts about the monumental snow storm that occurred on that fateful day changing the lives of many. “One moment it was mild, the sun was shining, a damp wind blew fitfully out of the south – the next moment frozen hell had broken loose.  The air was so thick with fine-ground wind-lashed ice crystals that people could not breathe. . . It sifted into the loose weave of their coats, shirts, dresses and underwear until their skin was packed in ice.” (6)
The general mood of this book is solemn, scholarly, and respectful.  Laskin provides detailed background information about many of the families who decided to make America their new home. He vividly describes the propaganda the railroad companies used to entice Europeans to leave their homes and come to America.  “Rain, they were promised, would fall abundantly and just at the right times. Winters were bright and bracing, snowfalls light and quick to melt. ‘Indeed, it may be justly claimed as one of the most beautiful climates in the world . . .’” (10)
