“Materials List” or How to Write a Persuasive Essay
· If you are given a topic choose a side/position that you want to defend/argue, (or find a topic that you believe in or are passionate about.)
The best dessert choice a person can make is chocolate cake with chocolate frosting.
· Think 5 paragraph essay . . . at least! (Introduction and at least 3 body paragraphs, with a conclusion.)

· Understand the vocabulary of a persuasive essay and also words that relate to your topic.
· Vocabulary words: Issue statement, argument, counter-argument, opinion, fact, opposition, persuade, evidence, position, point of view, perspective/perception, conviction, and thesis (don’t use words you don’t understand.)

· Tap into your background information
· If you are able/allowed,  gather additional information – research your topic 
· Issue (thesis) statement: It is your position/opinion that you are going to argue. It is what you are trying to persuade and convince your reader(s) about.
· NEVER EVER ADD NEW TOPICS/ARGUMENT THAT IS NOT STATED IN YOUR INTRODUCTION.

· Make sure you address the counter-argument, opposing view point/what other people say/think (some may believe that . . . however, most facts support my position on this topic based on the following. . .)
Although, many may believe yellow cake is the best choice for dessert, (opposing view) chocolate cake has several beneficial properties: chocolate elevates mood, has antioxidants and . . . (countering argument.)
· You are allowed to use some personal pronouns, however remember that the reader knows you are the writer ~ so you do not have to state: I believe, I think, I know, or you should, you must, you may know.
· Decide the major points you intend to make to support your argument. These major points will be your body paragraphs.

· Have a call to action in your conclusion
PRACTICE

POSSIBLE POSITION/ISSUE STATEMENT

A person should be responsible for his/her actions.

A person should not have to be responsible for all of his/her actions.
