Rubric for In-class Responses to Literature Independent Reading
           Grade


                               Criteria

	4 (100)

Exceeds the Standard


	States and maintains an insightful focus and/or judgment that answers the question using details and critical thinking.  Organizes logically with a clear beginning and thought provoking conclusion that provides closure. Effectively uses varied sentence length, as well as simple and complex sentences, and purposeful transition words or phrases.  Maintains proper paragraph structure.  Uses precise and highly effective vocabulary and appropriate voice.  Demonstrates a strong grasp of conventions (spelling, grammar, tense, point of view) throughout the response.



	3 (85)

Meets the 

Standard


	States and maintains a clear focus and and/or judgment that answers the question with relevant details.  Organizes logically with a clear introduction and conclusion that provides closure.  Uses varied sentence length, as well as simple and complex sentences, and logical transition words or phrases.  Maintains proper paragraph structure.  Uses correct vocabulary and appropriate voice.  Demonstrates a good understanding of conventions (spelling, grammar, tense, point of view) throughout most of the response.



	2 (70)

Almost Meets the

Standard


	Attempts to state and maintain a focus and/or judgment that answers the question using some details.  Organizes with some sense of order which includes an introduction and conclusion.  Uses some varied sentence length, complete, simple sentences, and attempts to include transition words or phrases.  Uses some elements of proper paragraph structure.  Selects and uses some appropriate vocabulary (some words may be too general).   May demonstrate inappropriate use of voice at times. Demonstrates a basic understanding of conventions (spelling, grammar, tense, point of view), but errors may impair the paper’s readability.



	1 (55)
REDO

Does Not Meet the

Standard


	Neglects to state and maintain a focus and/or judgment that answers the question.   Lacks specific details.  Begins and/or ends abruptly.  Information is disorganized.  Uses awkward or overly simple sentence structure.  Uses simple sentences, fragments, or run-ons.  Rarely uses transition words/or phrases.  Uses few elements of proper paragraph structure.  Rarely uses appropriate vocabulary, and voice may be inappropriate.  Demonstrates a limited understanding of conventions (spelling, grammar, tense, point of view) throughout the response.




