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A MESSAGE FROM THE 

PRINCIPAL 

Dear New BMS Student: 

Welcome to BMS!  The purpose of 

this booklet is to help you in areas 

where BMS may be different from 

your former school.  Changing schools is a big step.  There is a lot 

to look forward to.  You will have a chance to grow and make lots 

of new friends.  You will soon find that being at the Middle School 

can be lots of fun. 

It’s a good idea to visit your school’s website at 

www.barringtonmiddle.org .  It contains lots of information for 

students and parents. 

I look forward to working with you for the next three years at 

BMS. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. Wheeler 

Principal 
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Who’s Who…                                  
Administration – Main Office  401-247-3160; Fax 401-247-3164 

Mr. Wheeler - Principal              Mrs. Parente – Assistant Principal                                                                                                                                                                      

Mrs. Chittim - Secretary             Mrs. Martin - Secretary                                                                                                                                                                                              

Mrs. Mason, Mrs. McCauley, Ms. Stein  - Guidance Counselors: 

Guidance counselors at BMS follow an entire class from 6th grade 

through 8th grade.   Our offices are always open to our students 

and their parents.   

Mrs. Cobb – School Nurse:     A school nurse’s role is one 

specializing in the health needs of all children in the school 

setting to support student learning.   

Mrs. Canario – Social Worker:  The role of the social worker 

encompasses the evaluation of characteristics of students, the 

school, and community conditions that may affect the availability 

and quality of educational opportunities for students.  

TBA - Student Assistance Counselor – provides early detection 

and interventions associated with alcohol and other drug use.                                                                                  

Mrs. Bell – School Psychologist:    School psychologists use many 

techniques in order to best determine a student’s intellectual or 

emotional functioning.  They then use that information to 

improve educational performance as well as appropriate 

behavior.                                                               

Mrs. Collins  Guidance Secretary                                                                                                                                                                              

Mrs. Griot  Guidance Secretary   3 

PARENT-TEACHER ORGANIZATION (PTO) 

The Barrington Middle School Parent Teacher 

Organization (PTO) is a vital part of the BMS Community.  The 

goal of the PTO is to enhance our children’s education at 

Barrington Middle School. 

The BMS PTO offers support to the school by providing 

funding for a wide variety of items and programs such as LCD 

Projectors, supplemental materials for classrooms, Assembly 

Enrichment Programs, and much, much more.  It is truly a 

collaboration of teachers and parents. 

Participation in the PTO gives parents/guardians an 

opportunity to have their voices heard on topics and issues 

important to them.  It is a great way to keep informed about 

what is going on in your children’s school. 

Joining the PTO is easy!  All parents/guardians are 

encouraged to join.   The money generated from membership 

fees goes directly back to the students through various programs 

and gifts to the school.  Membership forms can be downloaded 

from the BMS website by clicking on “PTO” on the main page.  

Once you are on the PTO page, click on “Membership form” 

under BMS/PTO Library. 

To contact the PTO for more information, email us at 

PTO_middle@bpsmail.org 
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PROGRAM INFORMATION 

Barrington Middle School is divided into groups of students and a 

team of teachers who work together for one or two years.  Each 

group of students and their teachers is called a cluster, with each 

cluster identified by a color – Yellow, Silver, Aqua, Razzmatazz, 

Blue, Orange, Red, Purple & Green.   

Clusters are created to be equal and students are grouped by 

similar ability for math and mixed ability for the rest of the 

subjects.  An important point to remember is that students are 

assigned to a cluster rather than to a particular teacher. 

All students are able to participate in extra curricular activities 

such as intramural sports, sports nights, extended day programs, 

student council, interscholastic sports, and any other school 

sponsored activity. 

Sports Nights are offered by the Student Council about once per 

month on a Friday evening from 7:00-9:00 for 6th, 7th and 8th 

graders.  Our Sports Night allows students to socialize and have 

fun playing many different kinds of games and sports, along with 

an opportunity to “move” to the music of a disc jockey. 

Once per week (usually on Wednesdays) all students participate 

in our Advisory program, called “Connect”.  Students stay with 

their Connect Groups for their entire time at BMS and have the 

same advisor (Connect teacher).  This gives students another 

opportunity to “connect” with another adult and other students 

in order to explore middle school concerns together.   
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A TYPICAL Day… 

School begins at 7:45 but you may arrive anytime after 7:15.   

When you arrive you will be directed to a specific area based on 

your grade.  At 7:40 you will go to your locker and then to your 

homeroom.  During homeroom you will hear morning 

announcements and attendance will be taken.  It is very 

important to be on time daily.  You will be marked late if you are 

not in homeroom by 7:50. 

Depending on your grade, you will take 4 or 5 academic classes 

per day (math, science, social studies, language arts and Spanish 

or French in 7th and 8th grade).  During the year you will also take 

classes in physical education, health, music, art, computer 

keyboarding, family and consumer science, wood shop and 

robotics.   There are no bells at the middle school and each class 

is about 45 minutes.  In total you will have 7 periods per day plus 

a 22 minute lunch period. 

All you need to bring with you on the first day is a pen or pencil, a 

notepad, lunch or lunch money and a friendly smile.   It is best to 

wait and see what your teachers will require in the way of 

notebooks, etc.  You may purchase an agenda at school to record 

your assignments.   

School ends at 2:05 and the buses leave at about 2:12.  We have 

a late bus which leaves everyday at 3:30 for students who remain 

after school for extra help or who participate in one of the many 

after school activities.  In addition, our school library is open 

Monday thru Thursday until 3:15.       6 



CLUSTER TEACHERS 

                                              GRADE 6 – 7 LOOPS                                                                                    

AQUA CLUSTER:            RAZZMATAZZ CLUSTER:      

Peter McFarland    13                                  Julia Abbruzzi          8            

Jodie Meunier        14                          Rebecca Ferry        12          

Mary Roberts         15                          Joseph Pirraglia       5    

                                    GRADE 6                                                                                                      

SILVER CLUSTER:                          YELLOW CLUSTER:             

Connie Oswald       5          Mark Aubin        1             

Jennifer Scott       10                                   Melissa Bento    2                  

Greg Simkins           6                         Chris Millard      4                   

Traci Taglione         9          Julia Texeira       3                                                            

                            GRADE 7 – 8 LOOPS                                                                                        

BLUE CLUSTER:          RED CLUSTER:                 

William Barrass           222         Matthew Allder    112     

Anthony Borgueta      114         Rob Lloyd               214         

Nancy Lloyd                 224                         Stephanie Nary    210       

Patricia Fedeli              207                        Cynthia Ryan         212     

                                                GRADE 7                                                                                                        

ORANGE CLUSTER:                                                                                        

Leah Allard                  201                           

Peter Blasi            113          

 Kristin Poland             206                           

Karen Watson     208   

                                                     GRADE 8                                                                                                       

GREEN CLUSTER:                                        PURPLE CLUSTER:                  

Brent Dalessio            228                         Alan MacMillan     116         

Karen Fletcher        111                         Megan Medeiros   232       

Bonnie Olchowski      216                         Monica Samolis     230               

Val Partridge               226           
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What every student should know 

ABOUT STARTING MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Congratulations! Middle school is a special place. It gives 

students: 

OPPORTUNITIES 

You’ll have a chance to: 

¶ Meet new 

people 

¶ Develop new skills and interests 

¶ Think about your goals for the future 

 

MORE INDEPENDENCE 

You may also have a chance to: 

¶ Choose some classes such as band and/or 

chorus  

¶ Pick your own topics for some long-term 

assignments, such as research projects and 

book reports 

¶ Select after school sports and clubs which 

might interest you 
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STARTING MIDDLE SCHOOL 

IS A BIG STEP 

Excited – There is a lot to look forward to! 

 

 

Nervous – Starting middle school can be a little scary. It is 

perfectly normal to be a little nervous because you will be 

going to a new building, with a new schedule, more 

students, and new responsibilities. The stress you feel will 

usually disappear once you actually start school. 

 

Sad – It can be hard if you aren’t in the same classes or 

cluster with some of your old friends. But, you will have a 

chance to make new friends and always be able to eat lunch 

with your friends from Hampden Meadows. All of the 

unified arts classes have a mixture of students from all three 

clusters. So, even if you aren’t in the same cluster as your 

friends, you may be in the same gym class or one of the 

many unified arts classes (art, music, band, chorus, robotics, 

wood lab., cooking, sewing, computer, etc.). 
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HOW IS MIDDLE SCHOOL DIFFERENT? 

In lots of ways! For one thing, Barrington Middle School is a 

larger building and has more students than Hampden 

Meadows. And, you will have: 

DIFFERENT CLASSES 

You will go to different classrooms for each 

subject. You will learn to find the location of 

each class. Your cluster classes will usually be 

right next to each other. Don’t worry, you’ll 

find your way around the school very quickly. 

NEW RULES 

The Middle School Handbook is online and available at: 

www.barringtonmiddle.org. Your teachers will review all of 

the rules you will need to know about. You should plan on 

reading your handbook before you start school. 

EARLIER START TIME 

School will start at 7:45 and you will be considered late if 

you arrive after 7:50. Although this is earlier than you are 

used to, the great part is that you will get out of our school 

much earlier. School finishes at 2:05. If you stay after 

school, a late bus is available for bus students and it leaves 

at 3:30. 
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YOUR OWN LOCKERS 

Instead of having a desk in which to store 

your things, you will have a regular locker plus a gym locker. 

You will receive information about a “LOCKER DAY” where 

you will receive your locker and have a chance to practice 

your combination. This day will be held in late August.  

MORE CLASSMATES 

Each class will not have the same group of students, so you 

will be with many more students in the course of the day. 

Sometimes you will work individually, in pairs, small groups, 

or as a whole class. 

MORE TEACHERS 

You will work with either three or four cluster teachers and 

two unified arts teachers every day. 

CONNECT (Advisory) – You will be assigned to a small group 

and one adult, which meets weekly to discuss issues 

important to you. 

Drama club  Newspaper  Track 

Jazz band  Pops chorus  Robotics 

Chess   Yearbook  Tennis 

Student Council Math club  Art club 

Community Service Pops Band  Basketball  

A Cappella Choir Enrichment Classes          11 

MORE HOMEWORK  

Getting organized is your ticket to success. 

 

Use a different section in your notebook for each class or 

have a different notebook for each class. 

 

Consider purchasing an “organizer” during 

the first week of school, which will be 

available in the school office. 

 

Be sure you understand your 

homework assignments before you leave 

class. Homework is not graded but you will 

receive credit if it is completed or if you can 

show you attempted it but had problems with it. 

 

Set up a special time each day for homework and do it in 

the same location every day. Find a quiet place to work and 

always have a box nearby which contains all materials you 

may need. Don’t use phones and don’t text during 

homework time. 

 

Break big projects into smaller ones. It can make a heavy 

workload easier to manage. For example, for a research 

project, collect research one week, take notes the next, and 

begin writing the next. 
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Prepare the night before. It will save you time in the 

morning. You should: 

¶ Check your assignment/organizer book. Make sure 

you finish assignments that are due the next day. 

¶ Pack your backpack once you finish each 

assignment, so you don’t forget anything. 

¶ Select your clothes before you go to bed, so you 

don’t have to worry about it in the morning. 

Getting organized takes practice. But you’ll soon see it’s 

worth the effort. 

 

MAKING NEW FRIENDS 

You may feel a little lonely if you 

are not in the same cluster as 

your friends but don’t worry, you 

will still see your friends from 

different clusters during your specials classes and at lunch. 

 

Your Teachers Are Here 

To Help You! 
Your teachers are available to help 

you after school Monday through 

Thursday and every day during FAST (flexible academic 

support time) period.  
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LEARN ABOUT PEER PRESSURE 

Negative peer pressure is when 

people try to get you to do things 

you don’t want to. At times, you may 

feel pressure to: 

 

CHEAT 

Classmates may try to pressure you to let them see your 

work. Cheating will not help them in the long run. And, it 

may get both of you in trouble. 

 

SKIP SCHOOL OR CLASS 

Friends may try to pressure you to skip classes. Remember, 

skipping class will hurt your grades and your school record. 

 

USE ALCOHOL, TOBACCO OR OTHER DRUGS 

Some people may use drugs to try to prove they are tough 

or grown-up. Drugs don’t prove anything. They only lead to 

trouble. 

  

THINGS YOU CAN DO TO REFUSE PEER PRESSURE. 

SAY NO 

Tell the person you don’t want to. 

 

LEAVE 

If you feel uncomfortable, walk away. 
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GIVE A REASON 

You can say you: 

¶ have to get to class or somewhere. 

¶ don’t want to get caught. 

¶ you have something else to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It is always OK to say no to something you do not 

want to do. Resisting peer pressure is a sign of 

strength and independence! 

THERE IS NO PLACE FOR 

BULLYING AT BMS 
PEOPLE WHO BULLY 

Most people who bully pick on others 

because they feel bad about themselves. They think it 

makes them feel powerful and better. They may use 

physical or verbal attacks to hurt others. They may even use 

the internet or a cell phone to bully – this is called cyber 

bullying.               15 

   
        

      

While at BMS you will also be able to participate in Band or 

Chorus within the school day or in any of the many after school 

programs listed below: 

Yearbook Committee   Student Council               

Sound Off On Science   Math Cl ub                        

Intra mural Sports   Boys’ Basketball               

Girls’ Basketball    Girls’ Lacrosse                      

Girls’ Field Hockey   Wrestling                           

Cross Country                     Tennis                            

Spring Track    Community Service Club 

Geography Bee    Spelling Bee                 

Drama Club    Art Club      

Jazz Band    Pops Band                       

Pops Choir       A Cappella Choir      

Robotics Competition Team          BMS Enrichment Classes          

     in Fall and Spring 
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REMIND YOURSELF OF THE CONSEQUENCES 

Breaking school rules can get you and your friends into 

serious trouble. Alcohol and other drugs are against 

the law. Weapons such as guns and knives are, too. 

None of these are allowed on school property. You can 

be suspended or expelled for having them. 



ACRONYMS and NICKNAMES 

ACE – Awarding Caring Efforts (student award given weekly) 

ADD – Attention Deficit Disorder 

ADHD – Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

Aspen X2 – online grades accessible by use of password by 

parents 

BEF – Barrington Education Foundation 

BMS – Barrington Middle School 

DI  - Differentiated Instruction to meet all students’ needs 

DOE – Department of Education 

ELA – English Language Arts 

ELL – English language learner 

ET – Evaluation Team  

Formative Assessments – Short uniform assessments given every 

4 weeds in Math and ELA to determine students’ level of 

understanding 

GLE – Grade Level Expectations 

IEP – Individual Education Plan 

ILP – Individual Learning Plan 
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Kidscope – Barrington Middle School newsletter sent by email to 

all middle school families 

MAP – Measure of Academic Progress (assessment done online) 

NECAP – New England Common Assessment Program  

PD – Professional Development 

PLP – Personal Literacy Plan (Reading assistance program) 

PTO – Parent Teacher Organization 

Quarter – 10 weeks 

Quinta – one fifth of year; length of time for one rotation of  

Allied Arts classes 

RIDE – Rhode Island Department of Education 

RTI – Response to Intervention; frequent monitoring of 

interventions for high quality instruction of students 

SAC – Student Assistance Counselor 

SEAC – Special Education Advisory Committee 

Semester – Half year (20 weeks) 

SIT – School Improvement Team 
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